D¥slexia Network Plus .
D¥slexia Hetwork Plus

W For older poor readers find books, articles, comics,
catalogues related to a speacial interest of the child,
whethar it i= football, fishing, Super Mario, Barbie, a

pop group or wargames and they will be more
motivated to ‘read along’.

W Encourage the use of talking books, aither on a
computer or, tape + paper book, to provide a mutli-
sansory support for reading.

Q,

References

Gooaling the internet provides a
wondearfully extensive, but unfiltered

and unfocussed source of

information.

However these are some useful sites

to start with:
For local support : www. dyslexinatworkplus.org, uk
For national EUPDD'T The following companias
www.bdadyslexia.org.uk have detailed websites, but

i alzo produce cataloguas,

For private assessmentand often containing reviews:
teaching support: www. dy slexic. com
wonyy dyslexiaaction.org uk WO NG IUSIve. co uk

. _ ww smartkids.co uk
For EI_EN Tribunal support: e, bdastore org,uk

W, IpSea.0rg. 1k WWW.C-8-M.Co. Uk

HER.D. is o drop-in session and a bank of rescurces for those with o A QUide for purenfs

poitern of difficulties corsistent with dyslexia.
Come and join

the HLE.R.D. R[S v e 2l
Helpline 0845 22 60 240 |
www. dyslexianetworkplus.org.uk Helpful Educational Resources for Dyslexia
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Some Usehid Terms

BidABritizh Dyelexia Association—national organisation to provide support
to parents/ teachers / employ ers

G oda of Fraciica Government guid elines on support for children with SEN
A Dyelexia Action—provides private assessment and specialist teaching
LN us Oyelexda Metwork Plus—ocal voluntary support group, linked to BDOA
HETAHigher Leved Teaching Az sistant has extra gualification to work az a
support for children in the classroom

EF Individ eal Education Plan with targets to help the child's learning that
should bemonitored and reviewed regularky

PSEA Independ ent Panel for Special Education Advice Offers free and
independeant advice on Local Education Authorities’ legal duties to assess
and provide for children with special educational needs

LA Local Authority rezponsible for funding / overseeing education provizion
L&ALearning Support Assistant/ FA Teaching Assistant work as an assistant
to the teacher inthe classroom

L85 Learning Support Service provides peripatetic specialist teachers to
support SEN children in zchools

Parant Parinarsigp ndependent advisers funded by LA

Sehood Acton support funded and provided by school

Schood Acton Pl support using specializts from outside the school
SENSpecial Education Meeds

SEMGpSpecial Education Needs Co-ordinator—teacher inschool
rezponsible for organising support for pupils with 5EM
Simioment of SENLegal document identifying provision for child's SEN
Supprort Teachar Qualified teacher who works with individuals or small
groups of children with SEM
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Initiating a meeting

If you are worried about your
child's lack of progress, especially
where thara is a family history of
dyslaxia or dyspraxia, you need to
have a serious talk with the school at a convenient time and
not on a parents’ evening when time is restricted.

There are several ways this may be
initiated:

. At a parents’ evaning
requesting anothar in-dapth
meaating

. Talking to the class or
subject teacher and asking
for a meeting

. Contacting the 3ENCo (teacher who is the school's
special Educational Needs Co-ordinator) to arrange
a maeting

. Contacting the headteacher to arrange a meeting
If you are Fobbed off as a Tussy paraent’, you can appeal to:

the SEM Governor

the Chair of Governors,

Parent Partnership,wyww. nyparentgartnersbip. co.ukl
or directly to the Local Authority SEN Department.

should you still get no response, you can contact IPSEA
www.ipsaea.orguk who will give free advice.

(NN
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Before the meeting

. Make a list of all your worries and prioritise themon a
gcale of 1-5, with 1 = sarfous concarnand 5 = niggles.

. Get your child to make a similar
list, using a sibling or friend to
do the writing.

. Compare and discuss these lists
with your child.

+ !' . Collect together and make a list of
any reports of tests / screaning /
private tuition ralevant to the child.

o . If relationships with the school are
good, send the lists to the SENCo before the meeating.
It will help in drawing up an agenda.

. If relationships with the school are not good, chack
the list before you go and keep it where you can look
at it discreetly, 5o you do notforget any details.

. Find a relative or friend to go to the meeting with you
— it iz vary easy to miss important details andior to
only hear what you want to hear! As dyslexia is
genetic, you may or
may not have your
own issues with
short term memory
or making writtan
notes, so choosa
someaona who has
strangths in this
area.
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At the meeting

It iz vary normal for you to
feal anxious / threatened /
fearful when discussing
your child's education,
which may make you appear
to be confrontational, but
this will not improve the
situation for anyone - least of all your child.

. Try to keep the atmosphere calm.

. Acknowledge any extra halp
that the school has provided
for the child and indicate that
you appreciate that time and
resources are at a premium,
50 how can you work with the
school to help provide any
support the child neads.

b ___dim

In an ideal world, the child should be provided with all the
equipment, resources and support that are needed, but
schools will never have enough resources for evaryonea. IF
you have the money to provide technology, software or extra
books that could banefit the child, or time to spand on
activities recommended by the school, co-operation betwean
you and the school will be baneficial all round and will not
entail the child waiting until resources become available.

This sort of co-operation is important at any age, but if you
recognise potential problems in the early years due to family
history, early intervention can pre-empt problems before the
child is aware of differences and loses self confidence and
esteam.
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Oldear childrean may have appeared to cope in the past, but
increased volume of work and expectations of what needs to
be done, may be the final straw and new strategies need to
be put in place.

It iz important to remember that dyslexia is never cured,
but the sooner bypass strategies are learned, the better thay
are integrated into the |ife style of the child.

What kind of support is available?

Find out if the child is receiving support at Scfroof Action or
School Action Fluz and ask what this involves and whether
there is an Individual Education Plan (IEP). Appropriate
support will depend on the age of the child and the severity of
the dyslexic differences, but these are some areas that may
be provided by the school andior by you, with ongoing
recommendations from the school.

Special accommodation for homework

« Recognition by school that the child has to make much
more effortto produce written work than pears, so it is
acceptable for a parent to type up some work to tha
child’s dictation and/or accept a shortar piece of work

« Agree that it is unreasonable for the child to learn long
listz of class spellings or tables or o expectiallow the
child to fail in the class test each weak

« School to provide a short list of spellings related to
child’s reading and provide for over-leaming g.g leaving
some of last week's spellings on the naw list

« Allow the child to produce some “written” work as a tape
recording or video

« Letteachers know if homework is taking up an
unreasonable amount of time

(=]
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Technology support

=] If the child has personal technology, you :Q/

"-\-\_\_\_\_\_
can help by scanning texts, inputting
wordlists from books and wordlists
provided by the school ahead of the relevant lassons.

2 You can alsosupervise the child regularly accessing
remediation software, including entaring appropriate
wordlists provided by the school.

2 Before the child starts to use a wordprocessor in the
classroom, you can supervise and encourage the
acquisition of keyboard =skills, until s/he can type as fast
as sfhe thinks.

=] If the child has an electronic notebook, you can
supervise downloading into a PC, final editing and
printing of work.

Reading support

v With young children learning to
read, you will need to spand
more than average time working
on text.

v Encourage interest in reading by reading a wide range
of books with the child, getting him/her to spot words
they know as part of a reading session

v As they get older use the "paired reading’ technique,
where you read along with the child, speaking the
words they don't know, =0 they do not losea the thread
of the story.
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