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Do you want your child to learn something new in a different
environment to the school classroom?
Are you looking for some inspiration to help your child learn?
SUNDAY 29 Sept
9.45am—1pm
Yarm
For information on this
fabulous outdoor
opportunity for 7—11
year olds please contact
Jenny Williamson on
rev.jenny@care4free.net
Please send cheques
(made payable to Dyslexia
Network Plus) to:
The Treasurer,
65 Whitefields Drive,
Richmond DL10 7DL

BOOKINGS ON A FIRST-COME-FIRST-SERVED BASIS

Access to Work to help young adults into work
Additional help is to be made available to 16 to 24 year olds on
traineeships, supported internships, work trials and work
academies. The help will be channeled through the
government’s Access to Work scheme. This will apply to many
who are dyslexic and in terms of employment are ‘disabled’, as
defined by the Equality Act.
For more information see this press release: Drive to get more disabled people into mainstream jobs
www.gov.uk/government/news/drive-to-get-more-disabled-people-into-mainstream-jobs

Dyslexia Network Plus

is a local Not-for-Profit organisation,
run by parents to support families with dyslexic type difficulties

Information Line: 0845 22 60 240
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NEWS ….
Catch Up Funding for Year 7 pupils
In February 2014 Secondary schools will be
allocated £500 for each Year 7 pupil who did
not meet the national standards in Key Stage 2
Maths or English. Schools will be required to
publish how they use the money and the
outcomes.

Free Factsheets for Secondary level
The Dyslexia
Association of
Ireland has
recently launched
a series of Factsheets on Dyslexia at Secondary
Level. The resources are for parents, students
and teachers and cover how to manage dyslexia
successfully in secondary level education. The
Factsheets are available to download for free
from www.dyslexia.ie/events-news/newsitems/

More Dyslexia Strengths
Apparently, dyslexia is Britain's secret weapon
in the spy war. Top codebreakers can crack
complex problems because they are dyslexic.
See the following link for more:
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article2362793/Dyslexia-Britains-secret-weapon-spywar-Top-codebreakers-crack-complex-problems
-suffer-condition.html?
ITO=1490&ns_mchannel=rss&ns_campaign=14
90

Positive Dyslexia
From BBC News: “Sally Gardner,
a dyslexic author once branded
"unteachable" at school, has won
the prestigious Carnegie Medal
for her book Maggot Moon.

Gardner's novel tells the story of a dyslexic boy
living in an alternative 1950s Britain, whose
rulers are intent on winning the space race.”
To read the full article, go to:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/entertainment-arts22949353

Questioning Research and
Recommendations

Jill Swinhoe highlights two interesting recent
news items and concludes it is worrying when
small scale projects are used to make blanket
recommendations in the press.
When considering any research finding
presented in the press or website it needs to be
viewed with a critical eye.
Some questions to ask:
 Are the research findings being presented
fully and accurately?
 Did the research project use a representative
sample of the population?
 Were enough people used to draw strong
conclusions?
 Were the methods used sound?
 Has it been peer reviewed (other researchers
looked at the above questions and agree the
findings are sound)?

Text Readers
Google 'free text reader' and
a number of options will
arise, e.g. the popular www.naturalreaders.com
For phones and hand held devices look at
www.bdatech.org/what-technology/smallportable-devices/apps
For example, ClaroSpeak (£3.99) can import
text to read. Text can also be exported into
e-mail or SMS, saved as a text file, audio file or
into Dropbox. Colour options are available for
font, highlighting and background. Text reading
voices can be synchronised with text
highlighting.

Email: dnplus@aol.com
Tel: 0845 22 60 240
Website: www.dyslexianetworkplus.org.uk
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The Genius of Dyslexia
Olive Hickmott is the author of Seeing Spells Achieving and Bridges to Success
– how to transform Learning Difficulties. Olive suggests it is a misconception to
see dyslexia as a negative thing. “Whilst the symptoms of Dyslexia present
some challenges, the rest is sheer genius.”
Below are some of the observations she makes in the July 2013 Adult Dyslexia
Association newsletter. Those with dyslexia have the ability to see things from
different perspectives, at the same time.
1. Dyslexics can not only imagine what physical objects look like from different perspectives,
including cross sections, they can see, without any difficulty, the other side of an argument,
business opportunities others don’t see, the list is endless.
2. Ability to see 2D objects in 3D. For example when looking at an Ordnance Survey map, which is
flat, they notice the contour lines and can create within seconds a 3D pictures of the mountains
and hills, in their mind’s eye.
3. High speed ability to make connections between different facts. This leads to amazing insights
but can lose the audience.
4. Picture thinking ability and a mind’s eye that can run anything as a very fast video. This is
invaluable for fast recall and in particular working in the media.
5. Exceptional interpersonal skills. Their creative verbal communications often makes up for their
lack of written communications.
6. Creativity. Look back in history to all the famous people who were Dyslexic, they were all very
creative. Today we have Jamie Oliver and Richard Branson for example.
7. High intelligence. Every Dyslexic I meet has well above average intelligence.
8. Perspectius. I created a word “Perspectious” once to mean genius level ability to see different
perspectives simultaneously, I think this sums up their attributes.
To find out more about Olive Hickmott go to her website www.empoweringlearning.co.uk

Fonts and Dyslexia

For many years, we have all been encouraged to
use dyslexia friendly fonts then along comes an
article which suggests that challenging fonts
actually help dyslexics. But when the research is
looked at closely, it is seen that whilst interesting,
the sample is unlikely to be representative. The
sample came from a selective school. All pupils
would need to be functioning at a level to meet
the selection criteria. On this criteria alone, it
would be unwise to apply the findings across the
board. More information at:
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/
educationnews/10089102/Hard-to-read-fontscan-boost-pupil-results-by-up-to-a-fifth.html

Coloured Overlays: A Myth?

An article appeared recently in the Times
Educational Supplement which questioned the
use of certain learning resource tools which
have been dubbed 'neuro-myths'. These
included the use of coloured overlays to help
with reading.
Ian Litterick has asked some questions of the
research. To look at these go to his blog:
http://blog.iansyst.co.uk/disabilities-news-andupdates/1095/response-to-tes-article-on-neuromyths/

Email: dnplus@aol.com
Tel: 0845 22 60 240
Website: www.dyslexianetworkplus.org.uk
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ADULTS WITH DYSLEXIA
From queries to the DNPlus telephone helpline and talking to parents of dyslexic children, we have
become very conscious of a need to support adults whose dyslexia was not recognised at school.
There is now a lot of support available to adults through Access to Work and there is a lot of
different types of technology solutions available which can assist with the written word at work.
Although I was diagnosed as dyslexic when I was about 10, at that age I did not fully understand
what this meant - or even remember later in life that I was dyslexic.
It was not until I was in my early 40s that I actually identified that I was dyslexic and had a test as
an adult.
Understanding that I am dyslexic - that I have
difficulties in certain areas - such as learning, stress,
short term memory and I’m sure there must be other
things!!!!! - has helped me deal with my difficulties and
I have also identified strengths which come with being
dyslexic.
We are looking to set up a support group for adults,
but are having difficulty reaching those who have
needs. If you have a relation or friend who could
benefit from this new group, would you please email
Sara at sallyandmally30@btinternet.com

CAN YOU HELP WITH FUNDRAISING?
Donation box - If you know of any business who would be willing to have a collection box on a reception
area then please contact us - these are a great easy way to increase our income.
USED INKJET CARTRIDGES
We also continue to raise significant funds by returning our used
inkjet cartridges and mobile phones to The Recycling Factory - for
further information please see their website:

www.therecyclingfactory.com
Or contact Judith McKenzie for a supply of envelopes

Email: dnplus@aol.com
Tel: 0845 22 60 240
Website: www.dyslexianetworkplus.org.uk
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DYSLEXIA NETWORK PLUS EVENTS
*ALL DNPlus events are FREE but BOOKING is essential as numbers are often limited*

Visual Stress and Coloured Overlays
Date/Time TBC
Richmond High School

Liz Wood
This session will focus on the impact of visual stress and the use of coloured overlays, etc., to address this.
Liz will also raise awareness about related visual difficulties and therapies

Book now: 01325 718139 or email judidyslex@btinternet.com

Dyslexia Network Plus AGM
Tuesday 22nd October : 7-9 pm
Methodist Church Hall Northallerton DL7 8EG
Business will be brief. A chance to meet other members and chat.
All Welcome

About Dyslexia

Wednesday 13th November : 7-9 pm
Thirsk Children’s Centre
[Thirsk Primary School site, Hambleton Place, YO7 1SL]
Jill Swinhoe
An overview of the issues: for parents, carers and professionals

Book now: 0845 22 60 240 or email: dnplus@aol.com
Email: dnplus@aol.com

For more information and venue location
Tel: 0845 22 60 240
Website: www.dyslexianetworkplus.org.uk

Other Events Autumn 2013
Autumn Conference - Assistive Technology and Dyslexia
LABDA (Leeds and Bradford Dyslexia Association)

Saturday 28th September 2013 : 10.00am - 4.00pm
Woodhouse Grove School, Apperley Bridge, Bradford, BD10 0NR

Speakers: Jamie Munro, Veronica Shoebotham, Judith Stansfield, Edward Vickerman & Arran Smith
The day will consist of many different ways of supporting Dyslexic individuals
with a range of products and demonstrations of the uses and benefits.

Delegate fee: Members £40.00 & Non Members £50.00 - Lunch included
Contact: Pat Payne
Tel: 01977 684357
Mbl: 07977 449316
E-mail: pap820@gmail.com
Website: labda.org.uk

