NEWSLETTER
Spring Term 2013/14

Welcome to our first newsletter of 2014
Last year we held a range of talks and events as well as a very successful Maths workshop —
‘The Trouble with Maths’ by Steve Chinn. The workshop took place over two days, the first
day was for teachers and teaching assistants and focused on Dyscalculia and Maths Learning
Difficulties then the second day was attended by children, accompanied by their parents.
As a committee we have explored lots of ideas to bring useful workshops and events to our
members and to the area. We decided we want something fun for the children to do –
dyslexic events do not always have to be hard work – as dyslexic children and adults we have
to work extra hard at conventional studies. So we organised a Woodland Fun Session to be
held in Yarm – unfortunately we did not have a very strong take up for this event so we had to
cancel due to lack of numbers. But we will be looking to promote this again in 2014 and give
more information. It would be an opportunity for children to learn in an outdoor environment
and have fun at the same time – and we all need some extra fun in our lives.
If you have any ideas which you would like the committee to consider please let me know we are open to suggestions for all; we just want to help dyslexic children and adults in our
area. My email address is sallyandmally30@btinternet.com
Sara Perkins
Chairman—Dyslexia Network Plus
Addacus / Maths — possibly February 2014 in Thirsk area
The Big Picture: Rethinking Dyslexia—Monday 3 March
—Richmond
Handwriting — possibly March 2014 in Northallerton area
What To Do About Reading — possibly March 2014 in Northallerton area
Forest Schools — possibly May 2014
Spelling / Study Skills — possibly September 2014 in Easingwold area

..... Further details to follow
Dyslexia Network Plus

is a local Not-for-Profit organisation,
run by parents to support families with dyslexic type difficulties

Information Line: 0845 22 60 240
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iPad Apps for Learners with Dyslexia /
reading & Writing Difficulties

i-Pads:
Did you get a new i-Pad
for Christmas — are you
looking for advice or
useful educational apps?

Inspired by some of the other ‘wheels of apps’ in
circulation, CALL Scotland have also produced a
‘wheel’ of apps for learners with dyslexia.

"iPads for Communication, Access, Literacy
and Learning" by Craig Mill and the CALL Team
is now available for free download from the
CALL Scotland website (see below).
The book aims to support readers who are not
necessarily technical specialists and who want
to use the iPad with children or adults with
additional support needs, special educational
needs, or disabilities. It includes chapters on:


Getting to grips with the iPad



Apps to support teaching and learning



Accessibility options



iPad accessories



iPad resources



iPads in assessments and exams



Managing and implementing the iPad



Glossary of terms



iPad Management using iTunes: Some
useful tips

Hard copies of the book can be purchased
from the CALL Shop for £7.50 (+ post and
packing).
You can subscribe to the Call Scotland
newsletter at www.callscotland.org.uk/AboutUs/Newsletter/ or just visit their website at
www.callscotland.org.uk

There is a blog about the wheel at:
http://bit.ly/HzAMni while the poster can be
downloaded from http://bit.ly/1gqOsgG

___________________________________

Dyslexia Network Plus — Website:
Do keep looking on the website and if you
hear of any interesting events related to
dyslexia, do let Judith know, and it can be
added to the events page.
email: judidyslex@btinternet.com

Email: dnplus@aol.com
Tel: 0845 22 60 240
Website: www.dyslexianetworkplus.org.uk
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A film by James Redford

The film does not shy away from addressing the
difficulties of how academic ability can be
assessed in a system which is almost entirely
dependent on literacy for testing, and the film
makes a strong plea for allowing extra time for
testing. However by hearing the stories of older
adults who have found success in their careers,
encouragement is given to those with Dyslexia
and to those who care for them. In their stories
the adults make clear that their success has
come despite, and sometimes because of, their
dyslexia.

“Had I seen this movie when Dylan was
functionally illiterate in 4th grade, I would have
been spared an extraordinary amount of anxiety
about the future."
– James Redford, Director and father of Dylan.

The question about someone’s ability should
be: how successful will this person be in
thinking and dealing with the process of life, not
how quickly or accurately can they read or
write.

Super-achieving leaders in in their fields of
Business, Law, Surgery and Politics reflect on
their Dyslexic experiences as we follow the
story of Dylan, an American senior school
pupil who must overcome the challenges of
Dyslexia to achieve his dream of getting into a
competitive college. By following his journey
as well as the journey of three other children,
we come to see how many myths and
misconceptions there are about Dyslexia, and
how it offers gifts as well as challenges.

“Life is a long time,” said one of the
participants. “Don’t pretend you’re not dyslexic,
your brain is different. Own it – you can still do
what you want”

The Big Picture: Rethinking Dyslexia

Review by Jennifer Williamson and grandson, age
14, who wondered why people don’t use film more
often to explain things.

Recent use of functional brain imaging scans
reveal for the first time that Dyslexia is a
neurological challenge, and Drs. Sally and
Bennett Shaywitz, top experts, explain how
Dyslexia works and what the opportunities
are.

Dyslexia Network Plus
will be showing this film
at various cinema
locations over the
coming months — watch
out for further details

OLD MOBILE PHONES AND USED INKJET CARTRIDGES
We continue to raise significant funds by returning our used inkjet cartridges and
mobile phones to The Recycling Factory - for further information please see their
website: www.therecyclingfactory.com

Or contact Judith McKenzie for a supply of envelopes

Email: dnplus@aol.com
Tel: 0845 22 60 240
Website: www.dyslexianetworkplus.org.uk
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DVLA Theory Test
Do you know a young dyslexic person (or
more mature potential driver) who is
having difficulty passing the theory test?
I have recently
made enquires for
a 17 year old who
has failed three
times by just a few
marks and this is
the help I found was available:
He can ask to use the voiceover headphones
when he checks in: you don’t have to book in
advance anymore.
If you want a reader, ie.one of the test centre
staff, then you have to apply for special
accommodations and provide evidence of
dyslexia. - the self test ‘Spot Your Potential’on
the BDA website should do.
Also not all test centres have a separate room
for this. It can be easier to book
accommodations over the phone rather than
doing it online.
I thought his inaccurate reading skills might be
the problem (eg inserting/or omitting a
critical ‘not’ or direction word) but my BDA

informant, Isobel MacKenzie reckons it may
not be his reading skills which are in question,
but the way the questions are phrased.
She has been part of a SEN workshop advising
the DSA, and they were horrified at how
dyslexia unfriendly many of the questions were.
They are trying to get them to simplify the
language and avoid all those lefts and rights,
and make much more use of diagrams and
pictures to explain scenarios, but it seems to be
taking forever for them to work through the
1000 questions on their question bank. They
only managed to sort out around 100 and then
they insist on testing these out to make sure
that they are not too easy!
Sadly BDA Helpline gets a number of calls from
parents of people like my young man who have
failed several times by just a few marks.
When they complained that this was a tax on
disability and they ought to be offered a lower
fee for re-sits, they were told that the fees were
statutory regulation.
At least they managed to get them to agree that
people can use the headphones on demand
without prior booking.
Judith Stansfield
SEN ICT Consultant

FUNDRAISING NEWS
Donation boxes - If you know of any businesses who would be
willing to have a collection box on a reception area
OR if you’d like a box for a one-off
fundraising event (coffee & cake at work day .... family event .... )
then please contact us - these are a great easy way to increase our
income

Email: dnplus@aol.com
Tel: 0845 22 60 240
Website: www.dyslexianetworkplus.org.uk
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North Yorkshire County
Council — Consultation:
Draft Specific Learning
Difficulties Strategy
NYCC will be holding consultation events on their
Specific Learning Difficulties Strategy from 1 Jan—31
Mar 2014.
The purpose of the strategy is to:




Raise awareness of Specific Learning Difficulties—
Dyslexia, Developmental Coordination Disorder
(formerly Dyspraxia) and Dyscalculia
Prevent failure in literacy and numeracy by
identifying those ‘at risk’ of developing SpLD in
their Early Years; providing strategies and
interventions where appropriate



Ensure that their assessments and interventions
are relevant, based on a secure evidence-base and
are effective in identifying specific learning needs



Ensure that all teachers and parents in NYCC are
familiar with SpLD and have strategies to support
those who are struggling in this area



Provide excellent targeted and specialist services
which are child, young person and family centred.

NYCC would like your comments on this strategy and
consultation events are being held at:
Date

Location

Time

Wed 15 Jan

Upper Wharfedale High
School

4.00—5.30 pm

Mon 20 Jan

Graham School,
Scarborough

4.00—5.30 pm

Mon 27 Jan

Lady Lumley’s School,
Pickering

4.00—5.30 pm

Mon 3 Feb

County Hall, Northallerton

2,00—4.00 pm

Tues 4 Feb

Richmond High School

4.00—5.30 pm

Wed 12 Feb

Easingwold High School

4.00—5.30 pm

Tues 25 Feb

Barlby High School

4.00—5.30 pm

Thur 27 Feb

Rossett High School,
Harrogate

7.00—8.30 pm

What is Load2Learn ?
One of our members has asked
the committee about Load to
Learn and this is what we found
out S....
Load2Learn was founded by RNIB and Dyslexia Action with
development funding in 2011-2013 from the Department for
Education. https://load2learn.org.uk/about/aboutus.php
Load2Learn enables learners who cannot read standard print,
including those with dyslexia and who are blind or partially
sighted, to read the same books, at the same time as their
classmates, giving them the same educational opportunities.
Membership to the service is free and available to both
schools and staff who are supporting learners, in the UK, that
have a print disability.
http://load2learn.org.uk/about/Membership/
membership_benefits.php
There are over 2300 titles on Load2Learn; 68 per cent primary
(Key Stages 1 and 2), 28 per cent secondary (Key Stages 3 and
4). There is only a small amount of Further Education titles
however they plan to extend this in the future. The collection
contains textbooks, reading schemes, books for reluctant
readers and fiction.
There are a number of training guides and videos available,
showing you how and why to use Load2Learn, as well as giving
guidance on how to get the most out of the resources you
have downloaded and creating accessible documents.
http://load2learn.org.uk/training/
As part of the free membership account verification takes
place to ensure Copyright requirements are being met.
Membership will only be activated on accounts where contact
information has been entered fully and correctly and that
provide a valid school/organisation email address. Load to
Learn reserve the right to close accounts where the details are
not completed correctly.
The school or support group must own a copy of the original
published book that you are downloading and it can only be
used by the specific learners, it cannot be used on interactive
whiteboard for the whole class to use.
As a committee we looked at the possibility of joining Load to
Learn on behalf of our members – but we were concerned
about the level of administration in relation to Copyright. But
if we have a number of members who want to use this service
and someone who is will to help support the administration
then it would be something we would reconsider. If anyone is
interested please get in touch.
Sara Perkins, DPN Chair — Sallyandmally30@btinternet.com

Email: dnplus@aol.com
Tel: 0845 22 60 240
Website: www.dyslexianetworkplus.org.uk

